The Lesson from the Old Testament Isaiah 11:1-10

Lector
A reading from the book of Isaiah

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,



their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the
OX.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's
den.
They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



The Response Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Lector
We will read from the Psalms responsively at the half-verse.

1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon
shall be no more.



18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *

who alone does wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *
and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.



The Lesson from the Epistles:
Romans 15:4-13

Lector:
A reading from the second letter to the Romans

Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For [ tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name'";
and again he says,



"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again,

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him";
and again Isaiah says,

"The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope."

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.



The Prayers of the People

Intercessor
Let us pray.

Dear God, today we walk in the hope which Advent
brings for the creation of new visions, expectations,
and possibilities for us and our world.

People
We pray with faith in the power of your hope.

Intercessor

We dare to dream of peace in the world; we pray for
the welfare and safety of all your people, nations,
and religions, living with tolerance, respect, and
equality of freedom for all.

People
We pray with faith in the power of your care for
all nations.

Intercessor

God, we lift up to you all those who minister through
their baptism, and those ordained to serve us: Skip our
Deacon, Pamela our Priest, Austin our, Bishop, and Sean



our Presiding Bishop. We give thanks for all of your

communities of worship and ask for your guidance.

People
We pray with faith in the power of your call to serve.

Intercessor

In our daily life, we thank you for nourishing our souls,
energizing our minds, and feeding our bodies; so that we
may listen for your call in our lives and serve others in
your name. We thank you for giving us each unique gifts
and vocations to use with loving purpose, following the
examples of your Son Jesus, and of St. Mary and St. Peter
and all the saints.

People
O God, we pray with faith in the power of your
presence.

Intercessor

We pray for healing, for those seeking housing, care,
support, and employment; for those living with fear,
whose liberty 1s threatened or taken; for those who suffer
with illness of mind or body, especially Claire Wright,
Tony and Bridget, Marge Holland, Gia Pacheco, Kathy
Runyeon, Ken Spira, Rita Spira, Linda Mickelson, Irene
Z., Pat G., Shannon Walker, members of the Stellamos
Youth Chorus, Jenny Cornell, Karina, Ellen Berning, ,



Jim Redman, Joanne Runyeon, Eva Mejia, Jerry Berning,
David Elms, Joan Brumleve, and those who name now,
silently or aloud...

Intercessor

May all in need turn to God for help.

People
O God, we pray with faith in your healing power.

Intercessor

We pray for those who have died, those whom we hold
in our hearts who have gone before us to your heavenly
joy, especially Wendy Dickman, Joe Mickelson, Jeannie &
Peter Ferber, Fr. Vern Jones, Nancy Stevens, and those
whom we name now, silently or aloud...

Intercessor
May ftlights of angels see them to their rest.

People
O God, we pray with faith in the power of your
kingdom in heaven.

Intercessor

In the diocesan cycle of Prayer, we pray for these churches
on their feast day St. Clement’s, Berkeley and St. Ambrose,
Foster City.



People
O God, we pray with faith in your call to be a
community of believers.

Do not leave. Stay at the lectern until the People say Amen.

Celebrant

We thank you Lord for your constant presence in our lives
and hearts. Help us to allow space in our lives for your
abundant guidance and blessings. Keep us, not on our
agenda, but on yours, as that is the joy we seek.

Open our hearts to this new advent, this new beginning,
this new opportunity to hear your will for our lives O,
God, to rest in the unconditional love of our Creator. We
thank you in the name of our savior, Jesus Christ.

People

Amen.
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