The Lesson From the Old Testament			Genesis 1:1–2:4a			

Lector

A reading from the book of the book of Genesis

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep; a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have responsibility over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
So God created humankind in God’s image,
in the image of God, God created them;
male and female God created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and cultivate it; and tend the fish of the sea and care for thee birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that God had done, and God rested on the seventh day from all the work that God had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all the work that God had done creation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
The Word of the Lord.
	
People
	
Thanks be to God.


The Response								Psalms 8

Lector 

We will read the Psalm responsively at the half-verse.
					
1 O LORD who governs us, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children *
your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *
to quell the enemy and the avenger.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5 What is humanity that you should be mindful of humans? *
the offspring of humans hat you should seek us out?

6 You have made humanity but little lower than the angels; *
you adorn humanity with glory and honor;

7 You give humanity mastery over the works of your hands; *
you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, *
even the wild beasts of the field,

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O LORD who governs us, *
how exalted is your Name in all the world!




The Lesson from the Epistles: 				2 Corinthians 13:11–13

Lector:
A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

Finally, siblings, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy greeting. All the saints greet you.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.




The Prayers of the People 			Common Worship, 
Church of England, p. 497, adapted 
A moment of silence follows.

Intercessor
Let us pray for God to fill us with the Spirit. 

Generous God, we thank you for the power of you, whom we receive as the Holy Trinity. We ask that we and those who lead among us may be strengthened to serve you more fully, remembering especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Austin our Bishop, Pamela our priest, Skip, our deacon; Deborah, Terei, Dianne, RuthAnne, Elaine, and Lori our vestry members; and all who serve in the church. 

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer.

Intercessor
We thank you, the Unity of the One God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We ask you to grant us insight to understand your will. Bless with discernment and moderation those who bear the authority of government. May they serve with honor, seeking justice and peace.


People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer.

Intercessor
Gracious and unified God, we thank you for peace. We ask you to keep us confident of power, full of your love, and aware of your presence among us. May we go wherever you call us. dWe pray that you will encourage and protect all those working today for the good of their communities and the health of the world. 

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer.

Intercessor
God who made, gave, and is ever present, we ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness wherever there is division, sickness, and sorrow. We pray for all those around the world affected by war, violence, and oppression, and for those who have commended themselves to our prayers, especially those we name now, silently or aloud.

The People reflect on those whom know they who face challenges, and offer up their names for prayer. 

Intercessor
We lift these to your care.

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer.

Intercessor
We thank you for the comfort you provide when we mourn, and for the confidence we have that death is not an end but a transition. We pray for all who have died, and those we name now, silently or aloud. 

The People reflect on those who have gone before them in death, offering their names for prayer. 

Intercessor
that they may rest with you in eternal light and love. 

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer.

Intercessor
God, we ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. Commit this congregation afresh to its core values of faith, welcome, compassion, social justice, and outreach. 

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor
God, we ask you to reveal the love of God, through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through us in our lives. We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. 

People
Creator, Redemer, Sustainer, hear our prayer. 
Silence 

Celebrant
Generous and loving God in three persons, who Created us, Redeems us, and moves among us, we pray that you will give us the strength of spirit to serve you in a fallen world; to speak truths of justice that are unpopular, to be willing to initiate change even when it’s hard, and to courageously face personal trials, trusting in your love and provision. Amen.

People		Amen.	
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